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President: Harvey Roseberry 
Vice President:  Ron Anderson 
Secretary:          Malcolm McIntyre 
Treasurer:         Vickie Roseberry 
Activities: Eddie Griggs 
Activities: Bob Russell 
Publications:  Sherry Winkinhofer 
Sunshine/Concerns/Calling: Karol Russell 
Historian:  Joy Osborn  
Tech Advisor/Property: Walt Jones 
Membership: Ken “Wink” Winkinhofer  
Media/AV: Scott Forsen 
Webmaster: Dave Telles 
Purchasing:  Mary Ann Jones 
Director: Lyman Ridgeway 
Director:  Bill Auch 
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Jim & Sandi Shaw May 01 
Lyman & Etta Ridgeway May 08 
Bob and Karol Russell May 16 
Bob & Nancy Hess May 17 
Bob & Donna Martin May 17 
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The 1st Monday of the Month,  
6:00 dinner,7:00 meeting 

The American Legion, 92 Hwy & DD, 
 Smithville MO  
May 3rd , 2010 

�
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The 3rd Thursday of the Month, 7 pm 
The Mid-Continent Library 

Boardwalk Shopping Center, Barry Road and I-29 
May 20th, 2010 
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Meets every Wednesday 6:00 AM-10:00 AM 
HY-Vee, 207 NW Englewood, Kansas City MO 64118 
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Every Saturday evening 6:00 PM 
Big Burger 

     4700 NE Vivion Rd 
     Kansas City MO 64119�
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www.nwmomodela.com  May 2010 

MAFCA Charter MAFCA “Newsletter of the Year “ 2009, MARC “Honorable Men tion” 2008        MARC Region  

Today I went with Wink to accompany his step-mom on a visit to an 
independent living facility.  She’ll be moving there soon.  Although the 
complex is a wonderful place, with lots of activities planned, and great 
amenities, what really struck me was how many elderly people were 
just sitting around, inside, on what was such a beautiful day.   

I couldn’t help but make a comparison with all the friends I have that 
are of the same age group.  The difference in lifestyle is striking.  
While these folk were sitting around looking tired and bored, our 
members of the same ages are out running around in their A’s, meet-
ing for ice cream, showing up for early morning tech meetings, visiting 
museums, going to fly-ins, regional meets, and all the other fun things  
the club comes up with.  When I go to the meetings and gatherings, 
the talk centers around how busy everyone is, with gardens, working 
on their cars, and dozens of other activities. 

I have to wonder if there is something in owning a Model A that keeps 
a person young, at least in spirit, if not in body.  Most of the Model 
A’ers I know seem so much younger than others of their age.  I guess 
I’ll find out as the years go by, since we plan on keeping the Old Lady 
for a long time.  Maybe the Old Lady will help keep me a “Young 
Lady”, at least in spirit!  Seems to be working for everyone in our club!  

 

Happy A-ing to Everybody! 

Sherry Winkinhofer  

Newsletter Editor 

Editor’s Comments :  

Presidents comments : 

As we move into spring and look forward to summer, club activities 
are coming around pretty quickly.  Make sure to double check your 
Model A calendars for up coming events.  As we participate in these 
activities don't forget to thank those who help  plan and organize our 
Model A fun.  Like Sheryl Hanks for coming in on her day off to open 
the Legion Hall for our early morning Saturday tour.  

We want to welcome four new families to our Northwest Model 
A  Ford Club.  Paul & Connie Turnbull, Bill & Sandy Skaggs, Gary & 
Rosemary Smith and Chuck & Karen Haber. Gary & Rosemary joined 
us on our shakedown tour.  Gary has the distinction of  having trav-
eled to the Arctic Circle in his 1929 Tudor. WOW!  Looking forward to 
seeing all our new members at  upcoming  A activities. 

Our next monthly Club meeting is May 3rd, see you there...... 

 A Ford Enthusiast  
  Harvey Roseberry, President 

 

��
“He who laughs last didn't get it.” 

Loren  Bench May 01 
Ron Anderson May 05 
Ray Meyer May 11 
Carole Miller May 11 
Lee Huntley May 13 
Mary Rector May 13 
Larry Singleton May 15 
Harvey Roseberry May 16 
  

Dana Miller May 18 
Milton Hessefort May 19 
Peggy Richardson May 21 
Art Pugsley May 22 
Sonny Norris May 25 
Reva Fields May 28 
Dorothy Wantland May 29 
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Activities & Regional Events  

Deadline for the Next Road Runner  

The 20 th of the preceding month 
Email to roadrunner@nwmomodela.com 

 
Or mail to:   Sherry Winkinhofer    

14900 Green Briar Dr 
Smithville Mo. 64089 

Club Contact Information: 
 

President Harvey Roseberry – 816-614-2117 
All Officers: info@nwmoModelA.com 
Tours and Activities:  tours@nwmomodela.com 
Publications:  RoadRunner@nwmoModelA.com  
Membership:  membership@nwmoModelA.com 
Webmaster: webguy@nwmoModelA.com 
Tech Advisor: techguy@nwmoModelA.com 

Visit www.nwmomodela.com today!  

 
The club website is maintained by 

Webmaster Dave Telles 
Please email any info, pictures, 

 questions & suggestions to 
info@nwmoModelA .com  

 

Next Meeting— 

Our May program will consist of 
several officers from Ft Leaven-

worth who will give us an update on 
the Armed Services and participate 
in a question and an-
swers session.  This 

should be interesting!    

Come join the fun!   

"Departure places and times for events will be published on the Web Site and Newsletter the month prior to the event".  

Veteran's Appreciation Day 5/15 
 
Meet at the Legion Hall at 8:30 for a 9:00 
AM departure headed for the VA Home in 
Cameron, MO.  These guys really enjoyed 
our visit last year, so let’s not disappoint 
them!   
This year, we’re inviting you to wear 
“period clothing” if you have it!  Following 
our visit, Bob and Donna Martin have in-
vited us for lunch at their place in Holt.  It 
will be fun and rewarding.  See you there!  

Atchison Fly-In –05/29 
 
The KC group will meet at McDonalds 
in Platte City (I-29/M-92) at 8:00 for a 
8:30 AM departure.  We’ll meet up 
with the St. Joe group at 9:45 at Atchi-
son RR Museum (Old Train Station) 
for the drive to the airport.  
We’ll plan on eating lunch in Atchison 
following the Fly-In.  It’s always a lot 
of fun, hope to see you there!  
 

� April 27—1st Garage Night!  
Wood graining demoed by Milt Hessefort  

Being held at Winkinhofer’s 
14900 Green Briar Drive, 

Smithville, MO 64089 
816-532-3133 for directions 

 

April 30-May 2nd Lawrence Swap meet  
Douglas county fairgrounds, Lawrence KS 

 

�  �  May 3rd NWMO Model A Ford Club Meeting �  �   
American Legion, Smithville MO 

See article below for program 
 

� May 8th—Out-N-Back Lunch  
Antiquing and lunch in Lexington 

 
� May 15th—Veteran’s Appreciation Day  

Veterans Home, Cameron MO 
Wear your vintage outfits!  

Details below 
 

May 29th—Atchison Fly-In  
Details Below 

 
�  Jun 5th—New Market Founders Day Celebration  

Car display —more details next month 
 

Jun 7-11 Meadowlark A’s Regional Meet  
Crown Plaza, 655 No. 108th Ave., Omaha, NE.   

Email: meadowlarks@omahaneb.org  
http://meadowlarks.omahaneb.org  

 
 

Jun 14-NWMO Model A Ford Club Meeting  
Please note the change in date, due to the Omaha Meet 

 
Jun 14-18 2010 MARC National Meet  

French Lick, IN 
http://2010marcmeet.com/ 

 
�  Jun 17-20 Lathrop Antique Car Show , 

Lathrop MO—details pending 
 

�  Jun 19-27 Pony Express Model A Tour , 
St Joseph MO—Sacramento CA 

 
�  Jul 4th—Parkville Parade  

Details to be announced  
 

�  Jul 10th Vineyard Classic car Show  
Vineyard Church, 169 Hwy a& 425 

Details to be announced  
 

� July 17th Club Picnic at Smithville Lake  
Save the date!  

 
�  Aug 1-6 MAFCA International Meet  

Vancouver, BC, Canada 
Passports required 

�  Club Sponsored Activity 
�  Club participation invited      
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Northwest Missouri Model A Ford Club Meeting 
April 5 th , 2010 American Legion Hall Smithville, MO 7:00 pm  

 
Treasurer’s Report  –  Approved as read.  
Membership :  We have new member Bill Skaggs who has a 1931 Deluxe Tudor.  Another new member Chuck Haber has a 
1928 Special Coupe.   We have 130 members with 71 memberships.  The club has 1143 miles that have been added for the mil-
lion mile challenge.  The yearly mileage total is 2366.   
Activities:   April 17th is the Truman Library tour.  Meet at the parking lot behind Perkins at 8:30 at Hwy 152 & Hwy 291.   Lunch 
is at Ernie’s in Independence. 
April 24th is an Out an Back tour 
April 30th is the Lawrence Swap Meet 
May 8th is an Out and Back tour and shopping in Lexington.   
May 15th is the trip to the Cameron Veteran’s Home.   
May 29th is the Atchison Fly In.   
June 5th is the Founder’s Day at the Terry’s church and they would like to get some cars at the event.   
Concerns :   Thinking of you cards were sent Joyce Kerr, Jim Spawn, Mary Ann Jones and Tim Osborn.   
Publications:    Sherry is running low on articles so please write her something 
Purchasing :   Mary Ann still has vests available for $25.  She also has T-shirts available.   
Technical Advisor:   Walt reported we had to cancel the garage night at Bob’s due to weather.  The next garage night is at 
Milt’s garage.   
Historian :   Joy has the books and needs pictures.   Please write on the back the date, the tour and the people in the photo.   
Webmaster :   Dave has the picture from the weekend tour posted.   
Media Specialist :  Scott got a lapel microphone for the club.   
Directors:   Lyman reported that the April mystery member was Pat Lawler.   
Bill read a joke for the club.   
 
Vice President :  Ron reminded new members that they receive a tote bag and decal.    
 
The entertainment for next month is a pair of officers who will answer questions you might have about the military.   
 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:20.   
 
 Respectfully submitted  
 
Malcolm McIntyre  
 

  

 

Mystery Member!  
Our Mystery Member for April  was Pat Lawler. 

 
May Mystery Member 
Owns the Model A he rode in when he was a kid.  
Operated an orchard    
Ran antique store.    
Almost drove off a bridge.    
Reported to his company that he was stealing merchandise.    
Holds two (2) million safe driving award    
His nickname as a kid was "Buster"    
His first car was a 1957 Chevrolet 2 door hardtop 
 
Who is it?  

� ���������	
������ �  
 

Karol Russell is our new Sunshine/
Concerns lady!  If you know any-
body in need of a card or phone 
call, please let her know. And, if 

you just want to share the news of 
a happy event, such as a new 

grandbaby or a wedding, let her 
know that too!  

Call 816-628-3929 
 

Best Wishes to all in ill health! 
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April Meeting 04/05/10  

Wow, we really packed a lot into this month’s meeting!  Be-
sides the usual great meal, and the normal business of the 
club, Joyce Kerr had a sur-
prise waiting for us.    
Delbert Weese has been a 
neighbor and friend of the 
Kerr’s since the 60’s.  
Delbert has been painting 
for long time, including 
some unique pictures on 
the noses of airplanes in 
the Korean war.  Lately, he 
has been donating his art-
work to help raise money 
for the Veteran’s home in Cameron.   
As a special gift, Delbert painted a special piece of artwork 
specifically to donate to our club to use as a fund raiser.  
What makes this even more interesting is that just before 
starting on it, he broke his arm, so he had to learn to work 

with his arm in a 
sling!  But as you 
can see, it doesn’t 
seem to have hurt 
his style any!  
Plans are under-
way as we speak 
to set up a raffle 
for this wonderful 
picture.   

 

 

 

Our program for the evening was from Walt Jones, whose 
other hobby besides Model As, is old radios.  Walt brought in 

a LOT of examples to share with us, and had them arranged 
on the tables in chronological order, old to new (so to speak).  
He had a great selection of radios, tubes, batteries, and 
speakers (all bought separately in the early years of the me-
dia).  Listening to Walt go though the history of radio was 
quite interesting, and he was able to illustrate his talk very 
well with all that beautiful equipment.  (Maryanne offered to 
give it away as door prizes so it wouldn’t have to go back 
home, but I understand it all made a safe trip back to his col-
lection).  Thanks for sharing Walt!   

Needs a ride...   Noah Blackman is looking for a ride on the Pony Express Tour in June. Living in North Carolina Noah will 
travel to Kansas City and would like a ride and will share expenses for the tour. Noah  is no stranger to the Model A hobby, he 
traveled to the Arctic Circle with the Kansas group in 1988. Although in good health his family request that he not take his A on 
this long tour.  If anyone can accommodate Noah on his endeavor  please give him a call 1-919-965-5061. 

President Harvey with Artist Delbert 
Weese and Joyce Kerr 

Editors Note :  

We wanted to remind everyone again, of 
how fortunate we are to be able to have 
our great meeting place.  Sheryl does 
everything she possibly can to make us 
welcome and to add fun to our meetings.  
This includes providing such extras as the 
great table decorations (often with candy 
included) without charge (from her own 
pocket, this is not supplied by the Le-
gion).  Indeed, we use the Legion facility 
free of charge with the understanding that 
our purchasing our meals prior to the 

meeting helps cover the costs involved in 
staffing and paying utilities etc.  This is a 
GREAT meeting place, with lots of room, 
and similar facilities charge $100s of dol-
lars to provide similar venues. 

I just wanted to do a quick breakdown of 
the cost of our dinners.  As you know, 
Cheryl and her group have set up a fixed 
price menu consisting of multiple choices 
each meeting.   Normally the cost would 
be $7.99 for the meal, $1.25 for unlimited 
tea, coffee, or soda, $1.25 for the dessert,  
$0.73 tax, and  $1.43 for a tip for your 

hard working waitress.  But we get a dis-
count so $10.95 covers your entire meal. 
That make the entrée cost about $6.29.  I 
don’t know about you, but I can’t think of 
anywhere else I can get a sit meal for 
these kind of prices.  Not to mention the 
type of fellow diners I get to eat with!   
Please keep this in mind and plan to 
show up and eat with your friends and 
then enjoy a great club meeting.  Lets 
support the American Legion like they 
support us!   

A sad footnote:  I just received notice that Delbert passed 
away on April 18.  He will be missed by many friends 
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TOE IN OR TOE OUT……………….? 

by Bob Russell 

No Ladies, the title is not the name of a new dance step. However, it will determine how well our Model A’s will dance down the 
straight and narrow path of a country road. 

First off, what is “toe” (in or out) of a automobile? Quite simply it is the amount the longitudinal axis of the front wheels are 
slanted towards the centerline of the car in relation to each other. If the distance between the front centerline of the front tires is 
less than the distance between the rear centerline of the front tires it is referred to as “toe in”. Conversely if this distance is more 
than that at the rear of the front tires it is called “toe out” (or sometimes “negative toe”). 

“Toe” (in or out) concerns us because it greatly affects the handling qualities or stability of our cars as they are driven. “Toe in” 
will tend to promote a positive stability in steering (the car will tend to go in a straight line) while with 
“toe out” the vehicle seems to “wander” from one side of the road to the other with constant correc-
tions to keep it straight. However “toe in” will also result in heavier steering (more force required to 
turn the car) while a car with “toe out” will turn easier but require constant corrections. The ideal is to achieve a comfortable 
“balance” between stability and steering force. 

Fortunately Mr. Ford has figured all of this out for us. The “Mechanics Handbook” by Les Andrews states that the desired amount 
of “toe in” is 1/16 ±1/32 of an inch. This can be measured as follows: 

 
Raise the front of the car so that the tires are off the floor. 
Place a vertical mark on each tire tread (masking tape with a pencil mark works well). 
Rotate the marks on both tires to the front and in a horizontal line with the axle (use a long carpenter’s  
    level if necessary). 
Measure the distance between the marks. 
Rotate the tires to the rear and again measure between the marks. 
The front distance should be 1/16, ±1/32 less than the rear. 
 

If we need to adjust the “toe” of the front wheels it can be done as follows: 

a) Loosen the clamp screws on both sides of the tie rod. 
b) Rotate the tie rod in or out to obtain the required “toe” adjustment. 
c) Recheck “toe in” measurements (1/16, ±1/32) 
d) Tighten tie rod clamp screws (don’t forget the cotter keys). 

 

Your Model A should now track straight when driving and be reasonably easy to steer. A byproduct of an accurate “toe” adjust-
ment is more even tire wear.   

Did you know?  

That the original striping to Model A Fords was painted by hand at the Ford assembly 
plant using thick paint and brushes made from the hair of squirrel tails.  Men without 
previous experience were trained at the 
Ford plant to effectively use this method in 
two to three weeks. 

 Source: http://fordsa.homestead.com 
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Modified Pony Express Trip 

Lance Burton of the Heart of America is planning a modified version of the 
Pony Express trip to include a visit to Mount Rushmore, and then joining the 
celebration at Casper WY on June 22.  He has extended an invitation to the 
other clubs in the area to join in the fun.  Per Lance, “If there is any interest 
in joining us, we can meet as a group midway between here and North to 
further discuss the route and choice of motels”.  

If you’re interested, let him know!  
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Travel in Style  

Advertisement for 
“travelo” knit jackets 
and vest.  

From November 
1928 “The Country 
Gentleman” maga-
zine  

Creating Illusions of Slenderness 
from Fashion Service magazine, July 1929, page 8  

Large hips, a frequent figure defect, demand special considera-
tion to supply the necessary balance in the upper portion of the 
figure, and every line should be studied with this in mind. In 
the present instance, the trimming line, emphasizing the sur-
plice and the edge of the skirt front, tends definitely to divide 
the width of the figure, and by merging with the shoulder yoke, 
serves to increase the seeming width of the shoulders and thus 
to effect a balance. The lines of plaits in the skirt tend to break 
up the apparent width of the hips. 

 The woman whose back is broad and rounded across the shoul-
ders and narrow through the hips, as at the right, must study the 
back of each garment carefully. To balance the upper part of the 
figure with the proportionately slenderer hips, vertical lines 
have been used to divide the upper width. Extending below the 
waist line, they tend to lengthen the effect of the upper portion 
of the garment and, in joining the oblique lines at the hip, the 
eye is carried across so that a balance is effected. The flare of 
the skirt is a further aid to proportion. 

 

Homespun Humor 
“How did the accident happen?” asked the justice. 
“Well” stammered the young man, “ I dimmed the lights and was hug-
ging a curve.” 
“Yeah,” retorted the justice, “that’s how most of these accidents hap-
pen.” 
From a November 1930 “Capper’s Farmer” magazine, pr ovided by 
Junior & Liz Blakely 

For the figure large of bust and slim of 
hip, it is well to keep the design of the 
bodice simple, avoid surplice effects, 
contrasting areas, such as a light vestee 
in a dark dress, or any feature that em-
phasizes the curve of the bust. The 
neckline trim is good here as it breaks 
the width and carries the eye to a point 
below the fullest part of the figure. The 
low-placed plaits give width to the 
lower part of the figure, the sloping 
line of their joining, with the band 
trimming above it, leading the eye 

outward, thus effectively 
equalizing the proportions 
of the figure. 

For the short, stout, evenly 
proportioned figure, lines 
unbroken by much detail of 
cut or trimming are most 
desirable. Vertical and 
oblique lines, carrying the 
eye the full length of the 
costume, give the impres-
sion of greater height and 
slenderness 

Often the short, stout 
figure is full and round in 
back. To minimize this 
impression, lines that 
definitely break up the 
width, such as bands, 
folds, tucks, or panels, are 
effective. Diagonal and 
straight seam lines, ap-
pearing to merge, also are 
effective. 

At the right is a figure that is narrow 
through the shoulders and broad across 
the hips. The vertical seam lines, drop-
ping from the edges of the shoulders, 
as shown, are becoming to this type as 
they serve to modify the width and 
curve of the hips. The lines of the cen-
ter panel, running parallel to these 
seam lines, together with the lines of 
the plaits, succeed in further breaking 
up the width across the hips. By allow-
ing the panel to stop short of the shoulders, their 
apparent width is not diminished and balance is 
effected.  

The long, smooth-fitting 
sleeve is good for the 
large arm, but divided 
by lengthwise lines, as 
at the left, it is even 
more becoming.  A 
pointed effect at the top 
of the sleeve narrows the 
shoulder and minimizes the heaviness of the upper 
arm.  Lace or chiffon, used as shown, makes a gold 
sleeve for evening. 

 

When the diaphragm or 
abdomen is enlarged, a 
long jabot or scarf, as at 
the right, aids in con-
cealment. It must not, 
however, be of too 
conspicuous color or 
bulky proportions. A 
loose belt that does not 
cause a definite inden-
tation is helpful in concealing the abdominal curve. 
A V-line that dips at waist or hip gives an impres-
sion of slenderness 

Mock Angel Cake  

From a 1927 Butterick Cook book  

1 cup sugar 2 teaspoons baking powder 
1 cup flour 1 cup milk 
1/3 teaspoon salt 2 egg-whites 
 
Put dry ingredients into a bowl, mixing and sifting 
well.  Scald the milk in a double boiler.  Stir quickly into the dry ingredi-
ents, and take care to have no lumps.  Beat the egg-whites until stiff 
and fold them into the batter.  Bake in a loaf pan in a moderate oven 
(350 ° F.) for forty-five minutes. 
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Model A Mystery Part  
This is common part for a Deluxe Model A.  Do you know what 
it is?   

For “Bragging Rights”, put your answer 
on a postcard and send it to:  

Walt Jones 

1019 NE 113th Terr 

Kansas City MO 64155 
 

Or email Walt at: 
 techguy@nwmoModelA.com 

 

 
Last Month’s mystery part: 
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 Picture courtesy of  
“Brattons 

www.bratton.com 

Picture courtesy of  
“Snyders 

www.snydersantiqueauto.com 

For Sale / Wanted  
To place an ad send your information to info@nwmoMo delA.com, or call or send to Sherry Winkinhofer 816 -532-3133 

As a service to our members, the three area Model A clubs have decided to mutually share our classified ads sections!  
(this will include Model A specific items only.)   

For Sale: Oval Toolbox like in Mac’s catalog $150.00 
Contact: Terry Richardson  Phone 816-640-2984 

Wanted: Round Warner speedometer for 1931 Model A. 
Must be re-buildable.  
Contact: Delbert Felts phone: 913-845-3113 

For Sale :  5 each 17” wheels for sale $100.00 
Contact: Lance Burton phone: 816-809-8648 

Wanted : Any and all Model A sheet metal parts.  Will con-
sider any condition. 
Contact: Jim Huseby 816-690-8464,816-690-6831 

For Sale : Loren Bench is selling his roadster pick up 
Contact him at his home phone number if interested. 
816-452-8625  

 

Late model headlamps 
have protrusions that are 
used with an aiming device 
to align  the lamps. Model 
A's do not have these pro-
trusions and therefore must 
be aligned by hand.  

This process involves the use of a straight 
edge (a two by four may be used for this) and  
an angle indicating device, a protractor that 
has a string with a weight attached to it, tied to 
the hole in the center of  its base. This device 
will indicate the angle to the perpendicular of 
whatever surface that it is placed against. 

The first step in adjustment, is to loosen up the 
headlamp holding nuts so that the lamps may 
be moved with a little tension. 

Next, hold the straight edge against both lamp 
lens faces and adjust them so that they are 
touching the straight edge all the way across.  
The lamp faces are now parallel with the 
straight edge, zero degrees left or right. 

Next hold the angle indicator against the face 

of the headlamp lens and adjust it so that the 
angle indicator shows a reading of  two de-
grees down, while maintaining zero degrees 
left or right. Bungee cords or an assistant  may 
be used to hold the straight edge against the 
headlamps. After each headlamp is set, 
tighten it's holding nut. 

Next is the Focusing operation.  Move the car 
to a dark parking lot and turn the lights on low. 
Have the car running at high idle so that the 
generator cut out will be in. Cover one lamp 
with a towel.  Adjust the focusing screw at the 
back of the non-covered headlamp to make 
the sharpest, most focused light pattern.  

Remove the cover from the previously covered  
lamp and cover the lamp just focused.  Now  
adjust the second lamp with its focusing 
screw, for its sharpest most focused light pat-
tern. 

That's all there is to it!  This method is easier 
than the Henry-approved method of adjusting 
headlamps by marking out a space and using 
markings on a wall. 

Hubley Invitation:  

 

Heart of America is having a 
Hubley seminar Sunday April 
25 at 2:00 at Lance Burton’s 
house, 1009 w. Linda Lane 
Raymore, MO >> 64083 cell 
phone number 816-809-8648. 

They plan to have the track set 
up so they can practice and 
tune the cars. Be sure to bring a 
chair.  There will be ice water, 
coffee to drink and cookies to 
snack on.  

Members of all Clubs are in-
vited to join in the fun!   

Walt’s Old Time Tech Tip  
Walt Jones, Technical Director 

Adjusting Your Headlights 
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April 17, 2010 – What a fantastic day for a Model A Tour. Clear skies with 
temperature forecast to be in the mid sixties. Who could ask for more? 
Even the Roadster sensed that just maybe, spring is finally here. It ran like 
a fine tuned watch (or so I thought) as we drove to our meeting place in Lib-
erty. 

At the appointed time, 9:00 AM, with all ten Model A’s accounted for we 
departed for our drive to Independence, Mo and our tour of the Truman Li-
brary. We proceeded south through Liberty down Missouri-291. Upon 
crossing the Missouri River we marveled at just how majestic this river 
really is and wondered what Lewis and Clark thought as they stopped for 
the night at the very spot where we were crossing over. The long pull up the 
hill towards Independence proved that all of our Model A’s were well tuned 
for the upcoming summer tour season. A short tune to the west on Highway 
24 and we arrived at the Truman Library. 

Harvey and party were waiting for us in the parking lot of the library. We 
were also met by one of our tour guides, Crystal, who explained to us how 
the tour would proceed. The Library assigned two guides to our party today 
so we accordingly split into two groups and proceeded to the Library for the 
formal part of our tour. 

Our group, with Crystal as a guide, first went to the center courtyard of the 
building where Harry and Bess Truman along with their daughter and son-in
-law are interred. With the marble and granite of the building and the green-
ery surrounding the graves it is indeed a very serene and peaceful place.  

From there we went to the north wing which houses President Truman’s 
office where he accomplished all of his post presidential duties and also 
met various heads of state and other dignitaries as well as writing his mem-
oirs after his Presidency.  

Back in the main building we went to the lower level which is devoted to 
Harry Truman, the person and his family, prior to his time in the White 
House. Back on the upper level we visited an exact replica of the “Oval Of-
fice” as it was during President Truman’s term in office. I last saw Walt lin-
gering over a 1940’s era radio that was sitting beside President Truman’s 
desk. The rest of the main floor covers the years up to and including the 
Korean War while President Truman was in Office.  

With the formal part of our tour completed, we now had ample time to 
browse in the Library, sample the wares in the gift shop or visit any of sev-
eral movie presentations. It was noted by a reliable source that several of 
our members were seen to be napping in the back row of one of the thea-
ters. 

We all then returned to the parking lot and with the blessing of the security 
people positioned our Model A’s in front of the main building for a group 
picture. 

Finally to lunch. Our choice for lunch today was Ernie’s Steakhouse in 
Sugarcreek. Ernie’s has been in business continuously since being estab-
lished in 1945 and is renowned for their tenderloin dinners and sandwiches. 
Some of us ordered the “small” tenderloin which was larger than “plate size” 
and wondered what the regular one would be like. In a word, lunch was ex-
cellent. 

After much camaraderie and with full stomach’s we left and leisurely drove 
the back roads home.  All things considered, it has been a day well done.  

TREK TO TRUMAN 
by Bob Russell 
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Shakedown Cruise 04/03/10 

Our opening tour was delayed one week due to snow, but our alternate date couldn’t have been better.  Thanks to Sheryl, the 
Legion was open and we had coffee and doughnuts as we arrived.  Due to some early spring flooding, our route was a little 
shortened, but we still enjoyed a great drive around Smithville Lake.  We did a lot of shaking down, but nothing seemed to shake 
off so we should be ready for season chock full of tours and activities!   

Bob Russell lays out the route 
The crowd enjoys doughnuts and 

coffee at the Legion before the drive 

Lunch at the Steak Knife in Smith-
ville was delicious 

A leisurely layover 
in Paradise!  

Round the lake we go!   

Bob & Karol’s rumble seat is always a 
popular option for the younger members 

The line-up 
started early!  

The lake was bright and blue, 
perfect for another stop  
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Although always welcome, “Henry’s Ladies” are extended a 
special invitation to attend the Breakfast meeting on the 
Third Wednesday of each month, to enjoy each other’s ca-
maraderie! At this meeting, you know you should always 
find other club ladies to share the table and a fun and inter-
esting morning with!   

Don’t forget to check out  

“The Plain Ol’ A’s” website! 
www.plainolas.com-website  

This club invites us on many of their outings and w e 
really appreciate their friendship! 

������������ �
 

Please welcome our newest members— 

Let’s make them welcome  
when you see them!   

 

 

My FIRST “A” 
Ken Winkinhofer 

I’m looking for pictures  and/or stories of your FIRST Model A.  
Doesn’t have to be the one you have now, or be one that you re-
stored or even one your owned. !  Just that car that’s responsible for 
your current love affair with this beautiful old classic!  

I always liked old cars, 
but a few years ago I 
had an opportunity to 
ride in a Model T that 
my father-in-law was 
caring for.  I was 
hooked!  I really 
wanted one, but the 
opportunity never 
arose.   

One day my brother-in-
law took me for a ride 
over to his salvage yard, where, guess what, this 29 Fodor Model A 
was sitting.  Seemed like all the parts were there, including the 
sparkplugs and rotten tires with pink tubes. He sold it to me for not 
much and I brought it home with plans to restore it “someday”.  

 Shortly after that, I had another Fordor offered to me, also in need 
of restoration, but it had been inside for the last 25 years.  I brought 
it home to restore “someday”.   

I joined a Model A club to learn how.  I started going to parades and 
such just to watch the other guys drive theirs.  Well, one day my wife 
Sherry went with me, and as she describes it, decided “I looked like 
the poor little orphan boy standing on the sidelines while everybody 
else got to play”.   

So she told me that I need to buy a restored one to drive until retire-
ment when I would have more time to work on my two to-be-
restored cars.  Charlie Ishmael was looking for a buyer for a green 
Tudor, and promptly took me on a test drive, which is the first time I 
got to drive an A.  We agreed on a deal that same night, and the rest 
is history!   

 

Chuck & Karen Haber 
 
Bill & Sandy Skaggs 

 

Wednesday morning technical meet-
ings this last month were filled with 
conversation concerning the upcom-
ing touring season.  

Subjects concerning last minute maintenance items to be completed 
were hardily discussed. Marvin had been having considerable noise 
coming from the vicinity of his engines valve chamber. It was determined 
that the noise should be checked out. He enlisted the help of Wink to 
check out and reset engine lifter to valve clearances . Marvin said that 
his motor is sounding and presumably running much better now. Bob 
was able to improve the performance of his car after he found his carbu-
retor idle jet maladjusted and reset it.  

Other subjects of attention concerned  the nifty jig that Terry made to 
help replace the stud in the front motor mount. Types of wood used  in 
various places within differing model A body styles were a point of inter-
est also. The conclusion was that most was oak but that very probably 
other woods were also used. In some cases it was determined that repair 
of the wood might be better than replacing it and these techniques were 
discussed. Lyman has still not mounted his new re-chromed radiator 
shell but is considering the necessity of re lacing it first.  

Continuing along the theme of historical allied technologies of the Model 
A, Bob Sansom brought in a device to show that had been used by rail-
road telegraphers to pass train orders or other messages to moving train 
engineers and conductors. He explained that this was done by attaching 
the message to a wooden loop with a long handle protruding from it and 
having the passing train crew member stick his arm through the loop to 
retrieve the message as the train went by and then dropping the loop on 
down the track . I f you had made the engineer mad in some way he 
would drop it a longer way down the track thus causing greater effort on 
the part of the operator in retrieving it.  Bill mentioned that he in his rail-
road telegrapher days had gotten a similar device caught on an engine 
as it passed and never knew whether the engineer got the message or 
not and never did get his message loop back. Margaret dropped in as a 
witness to the madness and will undoubtedly report back to the ladies at 
their next meeting. 

Walt Jones Technical Director 

* Breakfast and B.S. Session. 


